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Books and Writers 

ii By CEORCE SLOCOMBE — — 

Men Against Myllu 

*T»HE human adventure of OUo reaucracy, of Uit overwhelming 
x Bkoruny, thaman who rescued superiority of big bttuUoo* woo 
Mussolini from an almost impreg- mechsnlxed force*, 
ntblf mountain in the Apennines, Skomny, aj Charles Foley show?, 
kidnaped the son and heir ot learned in the Oerman campaign 
Adm. Horthy and was ordered in Russia whatlmprorised weapons. 

by Hitler to attempt other difficult 

or hopeless enterprises. Is one ot ni i n« t ga v 
the roost fascinating stories of the l Jill JDl T(l OOOK 
second World War. It did not seem . 

quite so thrilling when X retd BritlCS £2J00 
Skortmjr's own modest account ot ~ _ v 

his exploits — sn account which. LONDON, Ort 19 <AF.).— 


published in the Paris “Figaro,** The French government today 


and cleverly exploited by “Human- paid £3.100 for a 270-year-old 
ltd.* with a photograph showing book of felrd Illustrations by the 
£• suUior walking down the French artist Aubriet. 

But Skorreny minimised or vras wall, co n tai n s ' 41 watercolor 
atlent over the opposition from the drawings of binds made on Tel- 
general staffs with which he had him by Aubriet In 1614. 

bad to contend. Hi* story needed — 

amplification by another hand, individual resource, and small, well. 
That amplification baa now been trained groups can do against in- 
expertly supplied by Charles Foley, mensely superior arms and military 
tn “Commando Extraordinary** technique. Two rears later, iaanch- 
(Longmsm. London, 15s). Uaj. rd into the last Oerman offensive 
Gen. Robert haycock, who was In the Ardennes, ha threw con- 
first the deputy and then the fusion into the Allied camp without 
successor to Lord Mountbatten. the having had an opportunity to carry 
first chief of the British Com- out Hitler'S orders to destroy the 
mando force, called Combined Meusa bridges. His mere presence 
Operations, contributes a preface on the Utile field, revealed by a 
In which he Insists on the ominous, captured German, was enough to 
but at the same time reassuring, cause an I pjxu curfew In Farts 
significance (if the lesson of coat- and eonfflje a ragtog Supreme 
mando operations is learned tn Commander to his heavily guarded 
time) of this book. headquarters at Versailles. 

For the lesson of the Bkorany Gen. Laycock tn his preface 
adventure and of the equal exploits points out that the opening phase 
of the unpubUdxed British Special of another world conflict may be 
Air Sendee, led by Colonel David dedsfre. If nuclear weapons are 
Stirling, te that motute and used In a sur p rise attack, but that 
imagtaatire men can fight success- “small numbers of picked men may 
fully against my t hs-- t h e myth ot find. ways of Introducing atomic 
military tradition, of a highly weapons, among others, into their 
technical and aH-tattUigent by- enemy 's stronghold even In advance 
'll nv ■ — — — mamma mm . of the outbreak* Even when the 
last war wag lost lor Germany. 
Skorxeuy had submitted a plan for 
the destruction, by commandos dU- 
patched tn tons-range bombers, ot 
the Russian oU wells at Baku. But 
the Germans then possessed no 

long-range bombers, and when be 
•' pressed for the use of a few captur- 
» ed Ttortreoev the high command 
> opposed him. This Is a remarkable 
7 book, with a forcible and com- 
• pelting argument 

?* . Beaks Beeehnd I 
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